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Circuit Breakers - Fuses 
Cooperative Extension Service 
South Dakota State University, Brookings 
U. S. Department of Agriculture 
The wiring circuits in your home are protected by 
either fuses or circuit breakers~ When fuses blow or 
circuit breakers trip, the trouble is not in the fuse or 
circuit breaker. The trouble is an overload of the cir-
cuit, or it is in the cord, plug, equipment or wiring. 
Find the trouble and fix it before replacing fuses or 
resetting the circuit breaker. 
CIRCUIT BREAKER ----------
The circuit breaker takes the place of fuses and a 
switch. 
To reset a circuit breaker: 
1. Disconnect the appliances or lamps on the 
circuit. 
2. Push circuit breaker handle or switch from 
its center position to the extreme "OFF" posi-
tion. (The words "ON" and "OFF" are 
stamped on the surface on either side of the 
handle.) 
3. Return handle to "ON" position. 
4. Connect appliances or lamps, one at a time, 
to test the circuit. If the circuit breaker trips 
again with any one item, this indicates that 
the breaker tripped because the cir-cuit was 
overloaded and at least one item should not be 
reconnected. 
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FUSE BOX 
AND 
FUSE 
FUSES------------
To change a fuse: 
1. Disconnect the appliances or lamps on the c_ir-
cuit. 
2. Turn the main house power switch to "OFF" 
position. 
3. Remove the blown fuse and replace it with a 
new one of the correct rating (right number 
of amperes). The round fuses screw in and out 
just like light bulbs. Make sure your hands are 
dry and that you stand on a dry surface while 
changing the fuse. 
4. Return the house power switch to "ON" posi-
tion. 
5. Connect appliance or lamps, one at a time, to 
test the circuit. If the fuse blows again with 
any one item, this indicates that the fuse blew 
because the circuit was overloaded and at least 
one item should not be reconnected. 
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